
2.3.5.4 Permitting Framework and Scope/Permit Program 
Areas/Construction Permitting/ 

Sewer Extension Letters of Authorization 

Applicability:  

Owners and operators of sanitary sewer systems or extensions of the systems for which a 
construction permit was issued must apply for a letter of authorization for operation.  The 
application is submitted after completion of construction and certification by the engineer that the 
project has been completed in accordance with plans and specifications (see 10 CSR 20-
6.010(6)(B)). 

Content:  

Sewer extension construction permits are required for new sewers that are added to existing 
sewer systems and wastewater treatment facilities. A service connection that serves only a single 
property is not considered part of a sewer system and is exempt from construction permit 
requirements. 

Sewer extensions include gravity mains, pump stations, force mains, manholes and associated 
appurtenances constructed tributary to existing sewer systems or treatment facilities.  The 
construction permit is issued if it is determined that the wastewater treatment facility can treat the 
additional flow and five-day biochemical oxygen demand that will be contributed by the project. 
 The design of the components must meet minimum design standards. Piping and plumbing 
additions that can be considered service connections do not require a permit. 

After completion of construction, an application or request for Letter of Authorization is to be 
completed and be submitted to the department. A form entitled Application for Letter of 
Authorization (Sewer Extension) may be used.  Such a form was included in the original Permit 
Manual and some regions have adopted this form for their use.  It is not an official permitting 
form.  Other types of written request may be submitted containing information as shown in 3.8.4 
Letter of Authorization. 

A request or application for a letter of authorization should be submitted to the appropriate 
regional office at the time the sewer extension project is ready to be placed into operation.  This 
involves the request by the continuing authority and the certification of completion by the project 
engineer.  Upon the department’s determination that the application is complete, the sewer 
system is considered as part of the treatment facility.  The department may request additional 
information by sending a letter to the continuing authority if the application is deemed incomplete. 
 The department may choose to inspect the project before deeming the construction or the 
application for Letter of Authorization to be complete.    

Permits are not required from the department if there is a continuing authority that administers a 
construction permit program that has been approved by the department.  The following permit 
programs have been approved by the department: 

1. Duckett Creek, St. Charles County 

2. City of Jefferson City 

3. City of Joplin  

4. City of Kansas City 



5. City of Lebanon  

6. City of Lee Summit 

7. Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District (MSD) 

8. City of Springfield 

Legal References:  

Code of State Regulations: 

  10 CSR 20-
6.010(3), (4) and 
(6) 

Construction and Operating Permits 
   (3) Continuing Authorities 
(4)  Construction Permits (CP) 
(6)   Sewer Extensions (in particular (6)(B)) 

Other Links:  

3.8 Sewer Extensions (5 topics including the following)  

3.8.4 Letter of Authorization 
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